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CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE

IN SOCIAL WORK

A MESSAGE OF GRATITUDE

Dear colleagues, partners, faculty, students, advocates, and friends,

There are moments in our professional lives that invite us to pause, reflect, and say thank you. This is one
of those moments for me. It is with a heart full of many emotions, gratitude foremost among them, that I
share I am stepping down as Director of the Center for Excellence in Social Work, effective August 7,
2026.

Building this Center, from an idea rooted in possibility to a statewide resource dedicated to research,
workforce development, professional education, and systems change, has been the greatest honor of my
career. It has also been one of the greatest joys of my life.

When the Center was established, collectively we envisioned something that could help bring people
together across organizations, disciplines, and communities to strengthen the social work profession
and improve behavioral health access for all New Mexicans. What has made that vision possible has
never simply been one program, one School of Social Work, or one individual. It has been all of you and
our communities working in unity.

Together, we have built something remarkable. Together, we created a trusted home for research that
informs policy and practice. We strengthened partnerships with universities, state agencies, nonprofit
organizations, behavioral health providers, and professional associations. We expanded opportunities
for continuing professional education through Center Plaza, convened statewide conversations that
elevated the voices of practitioners and communities, supported students as they entered the profession,
and worked alongside legislators and public leaders to strengthen New Mexico’s behavioral health
workforce.

New Mexico Center for Excellence in Social Work | Page 1



Most recently, we celebrated the release of the 2026 Social Workers of New Mexico Survey Report,
representing the voices of more than 600 social workers and one of the most comprehensive social work
workforce datasets our state has ever assembled. That report is far more than a publication. It is a
testament to what is possible when a profession comes together with a shared commitment to improving
the lives of others.

Every accomplishment of the Center reflects the generosity of countless people who believed in this work
long before its outcomes were visible. Faculty, staff, students, Advisory Committee members, agency
partners, legislators, funders, community organizations, and social workers across every corner of New
Mexico each helped shape what the Center has become. Thank you for trusting us with your ideas, your
expertise, your time, and your partnership.

I am especially grateful to the outstanding Center team whose creativity, dedication, and unwavering
commitment transformed ambitious ideas into meaningful action. It has been a privilege to learn
alongside you and to witness your extraordinary talent every day.

Looking back, the Center’s greatest accomplishment has been building relationships rooted in trust,
shared purpose, humility, and the belief that we accomplish far more together than any of us ever could
alone. That belief is one I will carry with me into this next chapter.

Although my role is changing, my commitment to New Mexico, to our profession, and to advancing
behavioral health and community wellbeing remains steadfast. I look forward to continuing to work
alongside many of you in new ways, and I hope our paths continue to cross for years to come.

Thank you for welcoming me into your communities, for believing in the vision of the Center, and for
reminding me every day why this profession matters. The Center’s story is still being written, and I have
every confidence that its brightest chapters are yet to come. May we continue building a future where
every community is seen, every voice is valued, and every person has the opportunity for healing and joy.
Thank you for allowing me to be part of that journey.

With heartfelt gratitude,
Anna Nelson, PhD, LCSW

Founding Director
New Mexico Center for Excellence in Social Work

New Mexico Center for Excellence in Social Work | Page 2



